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'‘Smuggled Book Indie 
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Soviet Science System 


LONDON (AP)—A noted Sovi- 
et scientist, placed in a mental 
hospital by Communist authori 
ties Jast spring because of his 
views, has produced a book, 
smuggled to the West, which se- 
verely indicts the Comraunist 
system for its restrictions on sci- 
entific freedom. 

. The . smuggled manuscript, 
published yesterday by Macmil- 
an and Co. in the original Rus- 
sian, is called ‘The Medvedev 
Papers: the Plight of Soviet Sci- 

ence.” It is by Dr. Zhores A. 

Medvedev, 45; a geneticist who 

headed a department at the Ob- 

ninsk Institute of Medical Ra- 
diology. A translated excerpt ap- 
peared in Nature, an interna- 
tional scientific journal, and full 
English versions will be pub- 


lished next year in Britain and! 


the United States. 


Medvedev was detained by So-_ 


viet authorities for three weeks 
in a mental hospital last May 
because he challenged the sys- 
tem. His release resulted from 
strong protests lodged by fellow 


- Russian scientists, but at pres-: 


ent he is said to be unemployed. 


Bureaucratic Evasions 


The published excerpt of his! 


book told how Medvedev was 
refused permission in 1966 to at- 
tend a symposium, at Sheffield 
University, where he was invited 
to give a key lecture on ‘‘Molcc- 
ular Aspects of Aging.” He list- 
ed a maze of bureaucratic eva- 
sions that prevented him from 
attending. : 

Instead, Medvedev. said, on 
the day the lecture was sched- 
uled, he and others from four 
laboratories took their turn witn 
other employes of city organiza- 
‘tions in, harvesting potatoes out- 


side Obninsk. P| 


“Dr. Medvedev has written a 
constructive criticism of the 
present arrangements and not a 
piece of subversive literature,” 
said Nature. “It is earnestly to 
be hoped that it will be so re- 
garded in the Soviet Union.” 

“Mevedev is not at all a sub- 
versive character—he is a pa- 
trict,’ said a spokesman for 
Macmillan’s. “His book could do 
a lot to increase the flow of 
information and ideas between 
East and West.” 
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Undergroimd Seminars 

In, the Russion edition, Med- 
vedev claimed that Prof. Timo- 
feev-Resovskii, a renowned ge- 
neticist, had to hold under- 
ground seminars in a labor 
camp when T, D. Lysenko’s 
now-diseredited genetic theories 
dominated cfficial Russian 
thinking. , 

Soviet science, Medvedev. 
argued, is forced to lag behind 
the West because its scientists 
are denied full contact with col- 
leagues abroad. 

Jnaformation reaches them 
slowly only through official 
channels, he wrote, and great 
waste results from unecessary 
duplication of‘effort. He claimed . 
the Soviet Union, insicad of or-| 
dering equipment already devel- 
oped in the West, makes expen- 
fre- 
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| Macmillan’s declined to f 
just how Medvedev’s manuscript 
Hawes brougs’ te Londen, OW sa 
tt reached the Waste ins : 
sections earler this year. Royal: | 
ties feorn the hook will be held ins 
‘trust for Medvedev by three 
‘westera S..eutisu, the publish: - 
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